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GREECE. 


Facts that defy 


the dogma of 
the ‘left 


HE civil war in Greece, alas, 
is still raging at the time 
when this is written. There 

have been continuous reports of 
conversations and pour-parlers. 
Mr. Harold Macmillan has gone 
to Greece to do his utmost to 
bring peace to that distracted 
and starving country: but so far 
in vain. 

The nominal commander of the 
EAM forces iprotests that he still 
regards himself as under Gen. Scobie’s 
orders. The only conclusion possible 
is that he is not the real commander 
of his own forces—or at any rate of 


Observer’s 


Commentary 


those of them which ate in Attica. 

The reports are completely con- 
fusing anyhow. In the same message 
the correspondent of the Daily Tele- 
graph (Dec, 15) tells us that “M. 
Papandreou’s government has decided 
that it can accept only unconditional 
surrender,” and in the next sentence 
that “the feeling prevails that a com- 
promise way may be reached in the 
next few days.” The latest rumour is 
that the Head of the Orthodox Church 
in Greece, in combination with .M. 
Plasfiras, a former Premier, may be 
able to form a government. But the 
EAM forces appear to be fighting 
more furiously than ever. Where does 
all their ammunition come from? 


Lust of domination 


RECENT events in the “liberated” 

countries are revealing, only too 
tragically, the moral anarchy which 
is behind the material anarchy of war. 
After reading Churchill’s and Eden’s 
speeches I confess that I felt in them 
more logical consistency, granted the 
acceptance of war, in standing for 
some legal order arrived at by con- 
cordat, than in the irrational assump- 
tion of so many Left-wing people that 
“partisans” have only to get’ control 
in order to be acclaimed as democrats 
and socialists. Of course, Stalin has 
given them their cue and example in 
liquidating his colleagues and fellow- 
Communists. This lust of domination 
hypnotises proletarian minds as ‘well 
as praetorian. 

Those words are not mine. They 
are taken from a letter I have received 
from one of the best-loved of living 
pec ay I endorse them with all my 

eart. 


Not consistent 


FEW pacifists seem to me to be 

gliding «down ithe slippery slope 
of moral equivocation. They condemn 
the British Government for its armed 
intervention against the HAM ‘in 
Greece, ostensibly on pacifist grounds; 
and they neglect to condemn the EAM 
for its armed assault on the Greek 
Government, the British forces, and 
Athens. This, they say, is a rising of 
the people. And by some strange 
sleight of mind, this legitimates their 
warfare in their eyes, The attitude is 
quite incomprehensible to me, and it 
ean only discredit the sincerity of 
pacifism among unbiassed men. 
_In their case the moral contradic- 
tion is palpable. Hardly less is it 
palpable in the case of the many Left- 
wingers who claim to be democrats, 
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FRONT-LINE 


CHRISTMAS 


1944: Troops forbidden to say “Merry 


Christmas”’ 


to German civilians 


“A delegation of German girls called on a Military Government 


officer asking that the strict non-fraternizing rules be relaxed for 
Christmas,” reported Reynolds News (Dec. 10). 

“The officer replied”—continued this report—“that the same 
rules would apply on Christmas Day as on any other day—lIt will 
cost any Allied soldier a £16 fine to say ‘Merry Christmas’ to any 


German civilian.” 


- Both sides 
1914: fraternized 


A first-hand description of how British and German troops 
called their own truce and fraternized in no-man’s-land at Christ- 
mas, 1914, was contained in a letter which Capt. Sir Edward 
se, Scots Guards, wrote to his wife on 
Dec. 28 of that year. He was killed in action less than 3 months 


Hamilton Westrow H 


later. 


From the letter (which appears in “The Five Hundred Best 
English Letters,” selected and edited by the first Lord Birkenhead) 


we take these passages: 


N the 28rd we took over the 
trenches in the ordinary 
manner, relieving the 

Grenadiers, and during the 24th 
the usual firing took place, and 
sniping was pretty brisk. 


We stood to arms as usual at 6.30 
a.m. on the 25th, and I noticed that 
there was not much shooting; this 
gradually died down, and by 8 a.m. 
there was no shooting at all, except 
for a few shots on our left (Border 
Regt.). At 8.30 am. I was looking 
out, and saw four Germans leave their 
trenches and come towards us; I told 
two of my men to go and meet them, 
unarmed (as the Germans were un- 
armed), and to see that they did not 
pass the half-way line... 


They ‘were three private soldiers 
and a stretcher-bearer, and their 
spokesman started off by saying that 
he thought it only right to come over 
and wish us a happy Christmas, and 
trusted us implicitly to keep the truce 
. .. We then entered on a long dis- 
eussion on every sort of: thing... I 
asked them what orders they had from 
their officers as to coming over to us, 
and they said none! they had just 
come over out of good will. 


They protested that they had no 
feeling of enmity towards us at all, 
but that everything lay with- their 
authorities, and that being soldiers 
they had to obey. I believe that they 
were speaking the truth when they 
said this, and that they never wished 
to fire a shot again. They said that 
unless directly ordered, they were not 
going to shoot again until we did... 
I kept it up for half an hour, and 
then escorted them back as far as 
their barbed wire... We parted after 
an exchange of Albany cigarettes and 
German cigars, and I went straight 
to H.Q. to report. 


* 


On my return at 10 a.m. I was sur- 
prised to hear a hell of a din going 
on, and not a single man left in my 
trenches; they were completely de- 
nuded {against my orders) and 
nothing lived! JI heard strains of 
“Tipperary” floating down the breeze, 
swiftly followed by a tremendous 
burst of “Deutschland iiber Alles,’ 
and as I got to my own Coy. H.Q. 


THE COMING 
OPPORTUNITY 


(CHRISTMAS is the festival which 

commemorates. the birth of a 
great hope for mankind, the greatest 
news of peace which has ever been 
proclaimed. The realization of the 
hope has been long deferred and 
men’s hearts are sick. Do not let us 
be dismayed. The work must and will 
be carried on; and there will be an 
awakening of the divine hope in man 
amid the physical and moral ruins 


which this war wil] leave behind. 

There will be a chance to change the uni- 
versal desire into a universal will to peace. 
Help the Peace News of the future to seize the 
coming opportunity by subscribing to the 
Peace News Fund. Do not delay. Send now. 

Contributiong since Dec. 8: £21 Os 32d. 
Total to date: £5,585 5s. 10d. 


THE EDITOR 
Please make cheques, etc., payable to Peace 


News, Ltd., and address them the Account- 
ant, Peace News. 3 Blackstock Rd.. N.4. 


called a truce and 
in| no-man’s-land 


dug-out I saw, to my amazement, not 
only a crowd of about 150 British and 
Germans at the half-way house which 
I had appointed opposite my lines, but 
six or seven such crowds, all the way 
down our lines, extending. towards the 
8th Division on our right. 

I bustled out and asked if there 
were any German officers in my 
crowd ... I found two... and we 
both agreed not to fire until the other 
did, thereby creating a complete dead- 
lock and armistice (if strictly ob- 
served)... 

Meanwhile Scots and Huns were 
fraternizing in the most genuine 
possible manner, Every sort of sou- 
venir was exchanged, addresses given 
and received, photos of families 
shown, etc... . 


* 


During the gfternoon the same 
extraordinary scene was enacted be- 
tween the lines, and... at 4.80 p.m. 
we agreed to keep in our respective 
trenches, and told them that the truce, 
was ended. They persisted, however, 
in saying that they were not going to 
fire, and as George had told us not to, 
unless they did, we prepared for a 
quiet night, but warned ail sentries to 
be doubly on the alert. 

.. . All was quiet that night; and 
next morning, while I was having 
breakfast, one of my NCOs came and 
reported that the enemy was again 
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Polities in 
the A.T.C. 


HOSE who already fear that 

pre-Service trammg units 
can only too easily condition the 
minds of young people for mili- 
taristic purposes will wonder 
anxiously whether the following 
passage from the December 
number of the Fitdgeling, a 
monthly bulletin issued to the 
Old _Comrades of 296 (Stoke 
Newington) Squadron’ of the 
ATC, is at all typical of such 
publications: 

“ . . . We were pleased to read the 
statement ef Earl Winterton in the 
House of Commons; he said ‘Germany 
is going to have the roughest kind of 
treatment and the most severe punish- 
ment any country has had in history’. 
He said this in reply to another MP, 
who was voicing the sloppy sentiments 
of quite a number of persons, and who 
said ‘The German people as a whole are 
not responsible for Nazi crimes’, 

“We are tired of hearing our enemy 
spoken of as ‘Nazis’ as though they 
were a mere handful of thugs. Why 
not realize that Hitler was put in power 
by 95% of the German people, and 
every one of that 95%—man, woman 
and child—is our enemy. May Germany 
be dismembered and the parts crushed. 
We owe it to our comrades who have 
died that Germany is reduced in im- 
portance and power to the level of a 
potato field . ... m 

The Fledgeling is described 
as “published by the authority 
of the Commanding Officer.” 
One-sided editorial comment of 
the kind quoted, on a matter 
which is the subject of acute 
political controversy, seems quite 
out of place in such a publi- 
cation, 


C.0. REFUSED THE 
CROIX DE GUERRE 


A conscientious objector, Ray 
Grainger, of Kettering, has refused to 
accept an offer of the Croix de Guerre. 
He has been serving with the Friends 
Ambulance Unit (says the Typo- 
graphical Circular for November) and 
refused the Croix de Guerre because 
it is a military honour. — 

The official citation said he had 
“evacuated wounded during the whole 
period of fighting, under conditions 
that were often dangerous, with ‘skill 
and perfect calm; and, despite physi- 
cal handicaps, refused to leave his 
patients.” 

The French authorities are now 
considering awarding him a civilian 
ribbon to mark his courageous 
conduct. 


A call for an end to the war 


in Greece 


TIYHE Peace Pledge Union has fol- 

lowed its National Council’s reso- 
lution on British intervention in 
Greece, reported in last week’s Peace 
News, with the publication of an 
emergency leaflet, “Peace for 
Greece?”, designed for distribution at 
meetings held by other organizations. 
The leaflet concludes: “The British 
people stopped a Churchill war 
twenty-five years ago. They can do it 
again. And they must.” 

Copies of the leaflet were distributed 
at meetings held on each of the past 
five days by the Fire Brigades Union, 
Independent Labour Party, Commun- 
ist Party, Common Wealth, and 
Centra] London Fabian Society. 

The London Area of the PPU held 
its own open-air meeting, with four 
speakers, in Hyde Park on Sunday. 

A statement deploring “the situa- 
tion that has arisen in Greece result- 


“Consultation proceeding” on 
iChristmas rations 


appeal 


HE Foreign Office has sent the 
following reply, by special mes- 
senger, to the women’s appeal for 
hungry Europe which we published 
last week: 

“The matters raised in your 
appeal are the concern of several 
Government Departments, and con- 
sultation is proceeding with them 
on the recommendations proposed.” 
The reply is regarded as hopeful. 

(Other food-relief news—page 3.) | 


ing in the use of British arms against 
a section of the Greek people,” and 
condemning “the Prime Minister’s 
provecative statement which will 
exacerbate feeling rather than lead to 
a settlement” was issued by the Policy 
Committee of the Labour Pacifist 
Fellowship last week. 

The statement urged the Govern- 
ment to send a Minister of high stand- 
ing to secure a settlement, and called 
attention to “the tragic consequences 
of a resort to arms in the settlement 
of disputes” and urge “the workers 
everywhere to turn away from vio- 
lence, which threatens to engulf civil- 
ization, and to substitute determined 
resistance of a non-violent character, 
e.g. the boycott and strike, the efficacy 
of which has been proved in the 
workers’ struggle.” 


PEACE TERMS 


Foreign Office replies to 
the P.P.U. 


N reply to an inquiry from the 
Genera] Secretary of the Peace 
Pledge Union as to whether the 
Government is able to declare its 
attitude in regard to the possible pub- 
lication of United Nations peace 
terms for Germany and Japan, the 
Foreign Office has stated that “Mr. 
Eden has nothing to add to the letter 
from this Department of Oct. 24 last 
on this subject.” ; 

The letter of Oct. 24 referred to 
acknowledged an earlier PP{U: inquiry, 
addressed to the Premier, and de- 
clared: “the formulation of peace 
terms for Germany and Japan is a 
matter for all the Allies concerned, 
and it is not possible for His 
Majesty’s Government to make a 
unilateral statement in the matter.” 
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NEMESIS 


IN the tragic condition of Greece 

the suppressed disease of the 
contemporary world comes openly to 
a head. It is concealed by the overt 
activity of war, behind which the evil 
accumulates and “usually declares 
itself in the most hideous form of 
war: the civil war of a physically 
and morally exhausted people. 

The corruption is everywhere, The 
motives of no party to this trian- 
gular conflict are pure, Mr. Churchill 
claims that the motive of hig policy 
is. But it is not. At the bottom his 
policy towards Greece is based on the 
determination to keep Greece within 
the British sphere of influence. 
Greece is a fortress to protect in the 
Eastern Mediterranean the lines of 
communication of the British Empire. 

It is true that, in the world of 
existing politics, that is a legitimate 
motive of policy, Mr. Churchill has 
only to proclaim it openly to be sure 
of the applause of Parliament, He 
does not proclaim jt—though it would 
be natural to him to do sc—because 
it, would make public the conflict of 
interest between Britain and Russia. 

The war ag conceived and waged 
by Mr, Churchill is a war to defend 
the British Empire, The most imme- 
diate threat to the Empire wag the 
domination of Eurape by Germany. 
‘Germany must therefore be defeated 
and if possible destroyed, as fay as 
possible by forces which, in the act of 
defeating Germany, strengthen the 
British hold on the southern shores 
of the Mediterranean. For this pur- 
pose when the British forces were 
driven from Greece, he indiscrimin- 
ately armed everyone who would 


“iill Huns.” They turned out to be 
people who would kill anybody— 
thely own countrymen, and the 
British. 


Meanwhile, Mr. Churchill nursed 
the Greek monarchy, with the purpose 
of restoring it, more Anglophi] than 
before. He purged the Greek army 
and navy while it was in Egypt of its 
anti-monarchical elements, obviously 
with the purpose of giving the mon- 
archy “reliable” forces with which to 
“restore order” in Greece. Granted 
the premisses—premisses which are 
shared by the great majority of Eng- 
lishmen—the policy was coherent. 
Had there been no new and powerful 
Russian influence on the scene, it 
might have succeeded. 

But the defeat of Germany could 
only be achieved by the victory of 
Russia. It was the advance of Russia 
which caused the Germans to relin- 
quish Greece. Had it been the other 
way about, and a British reconquest 


of Greece enabled Russia to advance, 


there would have been no immediate 
trouble. The Greek guerillas would 
have been incorporated into an Allied 
army, as the French have been. It is 
said that Stalin forbade the enter- 
prise, and that he was determined to 
get into the Balkans first. 

The civil war in Greece is, essen- 
tially, a war between Russian influ- 
ence and British influence. For 
Russia, Greece is the suardian of the 
Dardanelles; for Britain a fortress of 
the Empire. Which influence is more 
congenial to the people of Greece who 
ean say? What we can say with some 
certainty is that the Greeks would be 
happier if they were spared from 
either. 

Behind it all is the struggle for 
power. As the power of Germany 
declines, the struggle for power be- 
tween the victorious Allies takes its 
new form. And its new form is that 
which was inevitable, the Allies being 
who they are, namely Britain and 
Russia—the form is civil war. It is 
prevented only where one of the two 
Allies is in effective, military oceupa- 
tion, One may ‘prophesy that wherever 
and whenever that military occupa- 
tion is withdrawn, civil war will en- 
sue. The next chapter of this fearful 
book of European history will begin. 

‘Civil war is the necessary outcome 
of the postponement of the solution of 
the economic and social contradiction 
of Europe by total war. All-in war- 
fare provides the material and psycho- 
logical preparation for civil war; the 
social and economic conflict it diverts, 
and by diverting, exasperates, pro- 
vides the cause. 


a ee 


“Socialized Liberalism” 


may seem completely obvi- 
ous that it is the duty of 
any government to end un- 
employment. Actually it has by 
no means always been accepted 
as obvious, and the fact that all 
parties in Great Britain are now 
(more or less) committed to the 
attempt is one of the most sig- 
nificant political facts of today. 
It is significant because the atti- 
tude to unemployment ig one of 
the most important indications 
of the basic social principles of 
a society. 


We can see why this is so if we 
trace the development of the 
advanced industrial society from its 
More primitive stages. By specializa- 
tion of skills it has raised its power 
of production and its average 
standard of living, But in this process 
most of its citizens have lost the 
sheet anchor of the earlier citizen, the 
ability to return in time of need to 
primary food production for himself 
and his family. 


Specialization is an act of indus- 
trial co-operation, yet in its develop- 
ment the co-operative “contract” has 
been broken. A section of the com- 
munity has accepted the wealth that 
specialization made possible, but dis- 
carded the responsibility that should 
Zo With it. The significance of full- 
employment policies is that they 
stand for the re-acceptance by the 
community of assurance against the 
risks that have been taken to increase 
the community's wealth. 

Sir William Beveridge’s claim that 
his policy* “by-passes the capitalist- 
socialist controversy” is, therefore, 
only partly true. For any full-em- 
ployment policy implies, what earlier 
capitalism ‘would have denied, that 


*Full Employment in a Free Society. Sir 
William Beveridge. Allen and Unwin, 12s."6d. 


“WORDS OF PEACE 
No. 104 


The most facile and the most 
tempting of all peace systems is this 
attempt. to peg the future to the 
present—not even the present as it 1s, 
but the present as we estimate it to 
be. Both the “retributive” peace and 
the “eliminative’ peace fall into this 
category. In both, the victors say to 
the vanquished: “You are the cause 
of our troubles: you are going to stop 
it. And we who have defeated you 
are going to see that you stop it.” 

There is little of foresight and cool 
judgment in this, little that fits 
reality, and, most important of all, 
there is little that can be permanent 
in such a peace system. For its basis 
is a passionate analysis of the pre- 
sent; and the strength and duration 
of any system based upon that analy- 
sis requires the duration of passions 
which are ephemeral in the- very 
nature of things. 

How ephemeral it is difficult to 
over-emphasize. Remove the central 
object of your resentment, and your 
resentment leaks away, like water 
through a sieve. Who is there that 
once saw the Mediterranean problem 
in terms of Mussolini who does not 
find himself anxious to review his 
judgments now that that bubble has 
burst? The merits of the long-estab- 
lished judicial principle of retribution, 
whether it be used as punishment or 
as example, must never blind the 
legislator to the fact that retribution 
all-too easily finds itself dealing with 
the past, flogging a dead horse, chas- 
tising a phase that is over by virtue 
of an emotion that will soon be over. 

Moreover, may we not well ques- 
tion the effectiveness of example to 
the passionate, vengeful adventurer 
of tomorrow, except as a risk to be 
run and a fate to be avoided? A peace 
which is based merely upon an alliance 
of victors against vanquished can 
offer no solution of any future prob- 
lem that is not a close repetition of 
the past or present. But all history 
urges us to face the fact that no one 
can tell which nation will next appear 
to its fellows as the offender against 
the peace of the world, from what 
quarter the next clear threat will 
come. The Versailles Treaty disarmed 
Germany: it did no disarm our gallant 
allies, Japan and Italy! : 


—-Ranyard West. on “lhe Psy- 


chology of Peace-Making.” in The 
Fortnightly, December, 1944. 


society has a concern for every 
citizen, and that unemployment ig not 
to be theoretically brushed aside as 
an unfortunate secondary effeat cf 
“inevitable economic laws.” 


* 


HE claim to by-pass socialism is 

_of a different kind. Insofar as 
socialism stands for the nationaliza- 
tion of production, the Beveridge 
policy does not so much by-pass it as 
leave it open. Private or national 
ownership of production, he insists, 
are devices to be judged on their 
economic merits. 

The distinction between principles 
and devices varies with the stand- 
Point of the thinker. The meaning of 
Beveridge’s claim is that he puts 


The Beveridge plan 
for full employment 
— reviewed by 


ALAN STANILAND 


forward another principle of organiza- 
tion — socialization of demand —as 
more fundamental than socialization 
of production. His report contains a 
Specific and detailed plan for Great 
Britain in the next 20 years, but 
behind and between the detail is the 
outline of a new political philosophy. 
i might be called “socialized 
Liberalism,” in distinct¥n to the 
“free-enterprise Liberalism” of the 
19th century. 

Its continuity with the past is 
shown in Sir William’s list of the 
essential] freedoms: “freedom of wor- 
ship, speech, /writing, study and 
teaching: freedom of assembly and of 
association .. . freedom in choice of 


occupation and in the management of | 


a personal income.” But the change 
of attitude appears in the assertion 
that private ownership of means of 
production is not.-an essential free- 
dom “because it is not and never has 
been enjoyed by more than a small 
proportion of the British people.” At 
this point Manchester Liberals turn in 
their graves and wonder wha; their 
political descendants will think to- 
morrow! 
* 


MANY arguments for socialized 
* production ghave been drawn 


from the war years. Beveridge finds 


another moral. The important fact 
about our war economy, in his view, 
is that the State hag become the 
national buyer, shaping by its de- 
mands a production system which has 
retained the flexibility and inventive- 
ness of private enterprise. Free pro- 
duction has, in a sense, been retained, 
but not the free market. The State 
by paying the piper calls the tune. 

And it is on the continuation of this 
relationship that the Beveridge policy 
is based, though the State’s function 
in peacetime would not be to take 
over the whole market but steadily to 
supplement it so that labour power 
which enuld be of service to the com- 
munity 1s never in danger of being 
wasted. Budgets should be, in peace 
as in war, not a financial balance 
between taxation and minimum social 
services, but a balance of productive 
capacity against maximum  com- 
munity achievement. ; 

Pacifists will be especially inter- 
ested in the conclusions on the control 
of labour, in relation to the freedom 
of “choice of occupation.” In the last 
resort, as has already been mep- 
tioned in a Peace News comment, 
Beveridge retains the sanction of re- 
fusal of unemployment benefit, Eco- 
nomic pressure is to remain though 
hot pressure by crimina} penalty, The 
person of independent means remains 
free of all compulsion. 

Thig is in line with the whole 
approach of the report, which advo- 
cates economic regulating principles 
rather than the complete social] plan- 
ning in which costings lose their 
meaning. It is, I think, fair to say 
that in Beveridge’s view economic in- 
centive is the most fitting regulative 
principle for a free society and leaves 
the greatest freedom of choice. 

Thus the report does not attempt to 
face problems of occupational choice 
on the idealistic level:-of personal ful- 
filment. It assumes that for the great 
bulk of the working population the 
sense of vocation is not so precise as 
to be a barrier to considerable move- 
ment of labour from one o¢cupation to 
another, stimulated, presumaBly, by 
economic incentives. 

“Tt ig easier,” says the report, “for 
men and women to change their 
occupation. and much easier for boys 
and girls to choose their first occupa- 
tions with reference to the demand in 
particular industries, than it is for 
workpeople of any age, to move their 
plate of residence. 


The ideals and development 


of : 


THE {IRISH CITIZEN ARMY 


We have just received the 
following reply from Capt. J. R. 
White to the letter we published 
from Hthel Mannin on Nov. 10: 


I RECIPROCATE Ethel Mannin’s 
considerable admiration, more 
perhaps than I deserve it. But she 
might have tempered her admiration 
with a criticism at once more 
accurate and More penetrating. 


I wag the founder of the Irish 
Citizen Army, for if to conceive, 
organize, drill, and finance the Citizen 
Army does not constitute one its 
founder, what does? Of course, with- 
out Larkin and Connolly’s welcome 
and sdnction of my conception, it 
could never have materialised. None 
the less. I was father and mother, 
midwife and breastfeeder in the early 
stages, during which Larkin and Con- 
nolly were only a nuisance, for they 
were always taking my members of 
150 men or thereabouts off to political 
meetings. 

* * x 
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No, it is in yvegard to the later 
stages that Ethel might have 
criticized me. I threw up my command 
as soon as the political side of the 
Transport Union began to check my 
military freedom by committees. I 
had done no more than train 150 men 
to stand up, to the police and. in Jus- 
tice to myself be it said, to stand up 
with theni. When it came to standing 
up to the armed forces of Britain, 1 
wasn’t there, and I am glad that 
Connolly spared Me the very awkward 
decision of whether I should be there 
by-telling me nothing about his plans. 

For probably I should have been wealk- 
minded enough to be there, had he done so, 
whereas I did not and do not wish to risk 
death by a bullet or firing-squad for three- 


quarters of an Irish Republic. I could only do 
so with a clear conscience for a United Ireland, 


pledged to peace and a mucleus of peace in 
Western Europe., ° 

Connolly, with’ my nucleus of 150 increased 
to some 1,200, stood up to builets where I only 
stood up to batons. I felt bad about that, 
rushed down to Wales the very night I heard, 
in London, of the ‘16 Rising, and got three 
months’ 
Welsh miners out on etrike in time to save 
Connolly. Nobody even knew what it was all 
about, because a wire signed ‘Jowett,’ then 
head of the ILP Executive, had forbidden my 
article set up in the Merthyr Pioneer just 
before my arrest. I repeat: this prohibition of 
publicity for Connolly’s socialist aims was ap 
act of foul treachery to socialism. 

But if I seemed to litte! the ILP in particu- 
lar, let me make amends. I regard the ILP in 
their criticism of the British war-machine as. 
the best of a bad bunch. But criticism is not 
resistance. I made an abortive attempt, which, 
had it succeeded, would have paralysed the 
coal supply to the British Fleet, the basis, as 
Mr. Murry truly points out, of British Liberal- 
a He might have added of British socialism 
also. 


SARK 


A fine present: 
Conseience and 
the War : 


The 48-page story of American C.O.s 
in this war. (7d.; by post 8d.) 


C.B.C O., 6 Endsleigh St,, W.C.1 


CHRISTMAS CARDS 


Designs by T. B. Pitfield 
and Maurice Rowntree 


Specimen packet of five cards 
Is. 7d. post free 


PPU BOOKSHOP 
6 Endsleigh Street, W.C.I. 


Pacifist Quotation Calendar 
9d, post free [0d. 


The Bookshop sells and exchanges 


BOOK TOKENS 


imprisonment for trying ta get the- 


—ae A pA 


a 


! RENOUNCE WAR AND I WILL NEVER | 
SUPPORT OR SANCTION ANOTHER € | 


This pledge, signed by each member, is 
the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. Send 
YOUR pledge to 


P.P.U. HEADQUARTERS 
Dick Sheppard House, Endsleigh St., WC 


DICK SHEPPARD 
HOUSE 


AS last year, this Christmas House 
** column takes the form of a per- 
sonal note from Dick Sheppard House 
to all PPU members. 


* %* * 

It has been a year of change on our 
staff. Howard Whitten (Food Relief), 
Mrs. Slaytor and Audrey Smith 
(Accounts), Mrs. Bryan (Records), 
Jack Carruthers and Norah Riesco 
(PSB) have all left us. 
dleton (Accountant), Daphne Jackson 
(my secretary) and Una Forward 
(book-keeping, invoices, ete.) are 
about to leave us. 

But_we have heen fortunate to replace them 
with Ronald Smith (Food Relief), Gladys For- 
ward (Accounts), Pamela Coates (Records), 
Joseph Rowley (shorthand-typist and dupli- 
cating), and Trevor Davies (Accountant) from 
Bristol. 

Ey * * 

The others, I am sure, will not mind if in 
particular I write a word about Frank Middle- 
ton and Daphne Jackson, who have both 
worked for the PPU since its beginning. ‘It 
cannot be easy for an older, more experienced 
person gladly and without resentment to accept 
the authority of someone younger who comes 
new to a job with fresh ideas. But that is 
what Frank Middleton did when I came here. 
It is a mark of greatness. I shall remember 
him for it. 

It is also 2 mark of greatness, I consider, to 
be able year after year, sometimes through 
difficult times, to peg away at dull jobs with a 
cheerful and willing spirit. That (to my know- 


ledge since I have been here) is what Daphne ! 


Jackson has done. I shall remember her for it. 
To them both, as to the others, I believe the 
Union is considerably indebted, 

When I came to this office I was naturally 

ered a good deal of information and advice 
about’ those working here by people who 
thought they knew all about the staff! I want 
to record.the fact that since I have been here 
my faith in human nature has been confirmed. 
Humility, charity, kindness, and a willingneas 
to work-hard are qualities that I have found 
here in abundance; willingness to accept 
correction too. The Union is fortunate in its 
Head Office staff, 

* * * 

One day there may be a pacifist club in 
London, Till then we hove that members will 
use our reception recom more than at present 
they do ag a place to meet their friends. With 
this in mind we are trying, so far as Govern- 
ment regulations permit, to make the room 
more attractive; also to see that in future it is 
a quieter eves Dee it UV Re, HEE been ! 

* 


Our best wishes for Christmas. Thank you 
for your support through another year. 


PATRICK FIGGIS 
NEW N.P.C. PUBLICATIONS 


The National Peace Council (144 Southamp- 
ton Row, London, W.C.1) has published as a 
ljeaflet (3s. per 100 copies post free) its pre- 
liminary comment on the proposals of the 
Dumbarton Oaks Conference under the title 
“Dumbarton Oaks—Project for Peace?” 

The Council has also issued a crown poster 
(2d. per copy post free) headed “You Want an 
End to War!” for use in connexion with the 
National Petition for a Constructive Peace. 
A new leaflet entitled ““A True Security” (38s. 
per 100 copies post free) carries the text of 
the National Petition on the reverse side. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


PLEASE READ CAREFULLY 

Advertisements for next week’s 
isaue must reach Peace News not later 
than this Friday—Dec. 22. 

TERMS: Cash with order, except 
for series bookings. Copy by Monday. 
2d. per word, minimum 2s. 6d, (Box 
No. 6d. extra.) Maximum Jength: 50 
words. Address for Box No. replies: 
Peace News, 3 Blackstock Rd., N.4. 

We reserve the right to hold over 
advertisements and to limit the fre- 
quency of continuing advertisements. 
SSS ee 


| ACCOMMODATION 


FOR ALL properties to be let or 
sold in N.W. London and districts, 
apply to McCraith and Brooks, Auc- 
tioneers and Surveyora, 44 Market 
Place, N.W.11 (Speedwel] 9888, 5 
lines), who will give special attention 
to the requirements of pacifista. 

HOUSES and Flats to let in all 
districts. Available to those offering 
tenancy of their present accommoda- 
tion in exchange. Full details from 
National House and Flat Exchange, 
BCM/Régistry, London, W.C.1. Please 
mention Peace News and enclose}. LAMB 
stamp. bons. 

WRITER requires inexpensive Lon- 
don (central) accommodation in paci- 


FIND 


writing. 


FOR 
would 


11 Abbey 


Trent. 


hard skin 


i household, after|mans, 16 Prosnect Place, Preston. fiction, ete. Lists or inquiries 24d.|factory conditions of employment in 

Pivictman: eurned or unfurniehed. LATEST FASHION jewellery, ear|stamp. No callers. Booka bought.|all posts advertised in Peace News. 
Box 741 clips, good money-raisers for bazaars,|Profite to Franciscan community.| Applicants in doubt are recommended 
a to consult the Centra} Board for COs. 


BOMBED-OUT PACIFIST urgently | etc. 


needs flat, North London, suitable for 
self, wife, 2 small children. Box 754. 

DERBYSHIRE HILLS. Food Re- 
form Vegetarian Guest House for 
happy holidays or restful recupera-| | 
tion; all modern comforts. A. and K. 


S. Ludlow, The Briars, Crich, Mat-| jewellery, 


ton: Ambergate: Tel. 
ena vie ° details, Box 753. 
Postal subscription rates: Home: 
quarterly, 3a. 3d.; yearly, 128. 6d. 
Abroad: quarterly, 2s. 9d.; yearly, 
10s. 6d. vated ; 


Displayed advertisements: Maximum 
size, 8 column inches. Copy by first 


lage, 
post Friday. 


Dempsey, 


ports to hungry Belgium. 
Frank Mid- | of food” had reached Antwerp (News 


power to serve through speaking and 


lessons 5s., classes 1s, 6d. 
Matthews, B.A., 32 Primrose Hill Rd., 
London, N.W.3. 


WAR RESISTERS’ 
welcome 
stamps, for subsequent sale on behalf|N.W.1. 
of W.RI. 
received with gratitude. 
to the War Resisters’ 


BINOCULARS, 
projectors, 


UNICORN BRAND Foot Paste is 
the safe and sure remedy for corns, Skies: a Bible for 


Td, per box (ine. tax); 8 boxes poat 
free 1s. 9d. Get it today. We repeat 
—it never fails. 
Road, Sandiacre, Notts. 


80s. dozen, 188. 6d. six, 10 
three, 3s. Gd. each, all postage paid.|logy, liturgiology, 
Mention models, colours, P.N. Hard-jology,- occultiem, sociology, pacifism,}_ It 


Silver plated clips, 
designs, carded, immediately delivered, 


PACIFIST WHOLESALERS require 
to purchase any faney goods, 


year. Small lines welcomed. Samples, 


LAND AND COMMUNITY 

TO LET or sell—vacant Oct. 1945. 
64 acre field—half grass, half culti- 
wooden cattle shed. 
Northamptonshire—} mile from . vil- 
mile from river. 


FOOD RELIEF GOES TO HUNGRY 


HOLLAND 


But other nations still 
await help 


A Red Cross ship, the Henri Dunant, “‘is | 
expected to leave Lisbon soon for occupied 
Holland with supplies of food and medi- 
cines. Her cargo will include 5,000 tons of 
wheat and lentils, as well as foad parcels 
sent from Canada. The food will be dis- 
tributed to the Dutch population by dele- 
gates of the Red Cross.” (Reuter message 
in The Times, Dec. 14.) 


N the same day that this dramatic 
~ announcement of relief through 
the bloexade to the famine-stricken 
cities of German-held Holland was 
published came news of first food im- 
“A Bel- 
gian ship with a cargo of 10,000 tons 
Chronicle, Dec, 14). “This vessel is 
the first of many.” 

Only one dav before, most of the 


British public learned that (as Peace 
News reported a fortnight ago) food 


both occasions the Foog Relief Cam- 
paign’s sense that crisis had been 
reached proved true. But now, as 
then, our thankfulness that something 
hag been done is tempered by the 
realization that much is stil] to do. 


{SEND RELIEF NOW 


That realization is shared by, 
among others, the News Chronicle. In 
a moving leader on the Channel 
Islands relief decision it declares: 

“We need to apply the same boldness eise- 
where and to bring urgert food relief to 

Holland, Norway, and the occupied parts of 

Poland and Czechoslovakia. Here is an 

errand of mercy in which, if the belligerents 

permitted it, the International Red Cross 
and the neutral ccuntries could again play 

a very large part.” 

Something has been begun for 
Holland. But Norway still waits for 
a word of hope before Christmas. If it 
does not come the renunciation of 
extra Christmas rations will proceed 
ag planned. ; 

Desperate efforts are being made 
through the Red Cross societies to 
try to secure facilities for those extra 
Christmas rations to be sent to the 


was being sent through the blockade 
to the Channel Islands under Red 
Cross control. 

The announcements of food for 
free Belgium and occupied Holland 
came on the morning after the issuing 
of the Christmas rations appeal which 
Peace News featured last week, It is 
a strange coincidence. Foy a year 
ago it wag on the morning after the 
two-days’ fast that news was received 
of the substantial increase in con- 
trolled relief supplies for Greece, On 


COURT-MARTIALLED ON RETURN 
————~" FROM FRANCE, 


was alleged, was forcibly taken to 
France while refusing Army orders, 
was court-martialled on Dec. 7 and a 
sentence of 98 days’ hard labour has 
since been promulgated. ‘This will 
entitle him to appear before the 
Advisory Tribunal. 

Lloyd Naylor was brought back to 
England following pressure Dy the 
Central Board for COs. The full 
story, was told in the CBCO Bulletin 
for ~November. 


CALL FOR UNITY AMONG INDIANS 


A resolution calling for unity among all 
Indian groups in this country was passed at a 
national conference called by the Federation of 
Indian Associations at ‘Coventry on Dec. 2 and 
8. The resolution, which was carried nem con, 
was supported by Geoffrey Pittock-Buss, who, 
with Margaret Pope, represented the Indian 
Freedom Campaign. 

The conference was attended by about fifty 
people representing Indian organizations 
throughout the country. 

Other resolutions passed called for complete 
support of the Indian Nationa] Congress and 
for the development of an intensive campaign 
to yaise the education, health and living stan- 
dards of the people in a free India. Indians 
able to leave the country were urged to do so 
in order to take part in the struggle in their/ 
native land. 


FRANCISCAN C 


unmarried. 


EDUCATIONAL minutes from sea, 
RECREATION and new/51 West Cromwe 
S.W.5. 


Correspondence | (also visit) 
Dorothy 
QUAKERISM. 
(PRI. 5686.) 


SALE AND WANTED Friends, 
Internationa}| Friends’ 
gifts of foreign] Friends’ 


Home 


funds. Any such gifts 
Please send|agric., forestry, 
International,| Wheatlands Drive, 
Rd., Enfield. 
MICROSCOPES. 


bought, sold, 


Surfleet, 14. 6d. 
etc., 


Brothers, 


and warts. It never fails.|Compiled by Will 


Beautifully 
Barker’s, 


BRAND Typewriter 


103.; SECOND-HAND 


etc., during the coming 


Surrey. 

throurh in a Year 
portions from O.T. 
Rural 


Particulars 
Rothwell, Northants. 


H. Lloyd Naylor, the CO who, 
( 


Anglican) wants members for land- 
work, book business, etc. 
Postulants for priesthood 
and evangelistie work welcomed. 10 


LITERATURE, etc. 


literature respecting the Faith and 
Practice of the Religious Society of 
free on application to the 
Service 
House, Euston Rd., London, 


BOOKS LOANED to 
etc. 


“LEARN TO ae by Florence 
1s. 
ex-|for use with groups or individually. 
changed. Mention Peace News, Apple-| Headley 
ton, 215, Anglesey Road, Burton-on-| W.C.2. 
IDEAL CHRISTMAS GIFT for 
humanitarians: “The Stamper of the 


Scriptures and folk-lore of all peoples, 
€ illustrated. 
Station|paper 2s. 6d., postage 6d. The Order 
of the Great Companions, 
Rib-|Chapel, Meopham Green, Kent. 


attractive] Church vestments supplied. Kingdom 
Books, 51 West Cromwell Rd., Lon- 


the Kingdom of God _ etc. 
art)Hon. Secretary,. The Kingdom Move- 
ment, 21 Poplar Grove, New Malden, 


TABLES for Reading 


every day, which makes the reading 
most interesting and profitable; be- 
cause by this method the Bible largely 
hecomes its own interpreter. 
post Id. Viner Half. Institute, Neva 
oad, Weston-super-Mare. 


hungry in Europe. These efforts will 
have failed if no last-minute an- 
nouncement is printed elsewhere in 
this issue- of Peace News, If they do 
fail we must seek those in want at 
home. . 

We may take comfort in the belief 
that we have not failed completely. 
At this sixth Christmas of the war 
compassion hag moved the heart of 
the nation—a little. Some food has 
gone to the hungry. The long tail and 
the deep concern of those who have 
supported the Food Relief Campaign 
have borne fruit. 
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New petitions for 
New Zealand C.O.s 


HE War Resisters’ International, 

which sponsored earlier represen- 
tations made to the New Zealand 
Government on behalf of COs in 
prison and held in  defaulters’ 
detention indefinitely, learns from 
New Zealand that new petitions are 
being presented to the NZ ParHament 
on behalf of those held in indefinite 
detention. 


These number about 700. The 
petitions, if successful, would affect 
the many among them who have been 
sentenced “for the duration.” The 
camps are situated in isolated parts 
of the country. 


The indeterminate detention period is the 
result of the type of sentence normally passed 
on New Zealand conscientious objectors, viz: 
three months’ imprisonment followed by de- 
tention in defaulters’ camps “for the duration 
of the war.’* Against these sentences there is 
no appeal and the CO is at the mercy of the 
arbitrary, and very individual, interpretations 
of the different Boards (tribunals). The diffi- 
culties are aggravated by the fact that no 
facilities exist whereby a CO may register as 
such at the call-up; he becomes a defaulter 
from the start by non-compliance with the 
conscription laws. 


In the present petitions, which after a first 
lengthy shearing were adjourned til] near the 
end of October, the main case has been ably 
presented by Lincaln Efferd (Secretary of the 
NZ National Peace Council and member of the 
War Resisters’ International) and very capably 
backed by others, including a representative of 
the Society of Friends and a Methodist Minis- 
ter who is also.a member of the Returned 
Soldiers’ Association. The latter, though not 
@ pacifist, spoke with great conviction of the 
sincerity of the many men he had seen in the 
camps. 


AT a meeting’ of the National 
~*~ Council of the PPU on Dee. 9-10, 
at which 40 people were present, with 
Dr. Alex Wood in the chair, conside- 
ation was given to the Union’s future 
policy and to necessary changes in 
committees. 


The following decisions were made: 


1. To set up an Internationa] and Industrial 
and Social Order Committee whose function 
shall be the selection and consideration of the 
issues in those two fields which are of major 
importance to pacifists at the present time. 
It will not be the job of this committee to do 
the Union’s thinking for it, but to encourage 
the members to do their own thinking, to 
advise them on it and to co-ordinate their 
conclusions. The Committee will be partly 
responsible for suggesting lines of study for 
the movement, also for suggesting issues on 
which public action should be taken. This 
committee will supersede the Watching Group. 


2. To set up a Public Action Committee 
whose work will be to undertake appropriate 


The broadcast of Shakespeare’s 
“King John” on Dee, 28 will be pre- 
'eeded by an introductory talk by 
John Middleton Murry, 


OMMUNITY (not STUDENT URGENTLY 


Married or 


P.P.U. plans tor the future 


public action or campaigning in relation te 
those issues upen which Executive decides. 
This committee will supersede the Food Relief 
and Negotiated Peace Committees, though it 
may undertake part of their work. 


3. That Development Committee, in additien- 
to its other work, shonid undertake respon- 
sibility in co-operation with the other com- 
mittees for the promotion of study throughout 
the Union. 

* * * 


The PSB Committee will continue to act as 
Service Committee until the AGM. No altera- 
tion is made in the Finance, Non-Violence, and 
Youth Committees. 

Executive Committee will continue to co- 
ordinate "and take responsibility for the work 
of the Union between Council meetings. 

Publications Committee is disbanded. Alan 
Staniland will act as Publications Officer and 
Teport to Executive, who will undertake re 
sponsibility for PPU publications. 

The allocation of staff to the new committees 
will be announced Jater, together with the list 
of committee members. 


Se 


The Labour Pacifist Fellowship is to issue an 
open letter to pacifists who have left the 
Labour Party and one to COg stressing the 
meed. for political activity on their part. The 
decision to do so was made by a meeting of 
LPF members before last week’s Labour Party 
Conference opened. 


NEEDS CRAFTSMEN, HANDYMEN, 


good dictionaries: E.-Welsh—W.- Eng. | LABOURERS, full or part-time, re- 
lish; E.-German—G.-English. 
Jones, 28 Beryl Avenue, Hinckley. 


Price-|quired for bomb-damage  repaira, 
Walthamstow district. Phone LAR. 
1904. (Mr. Coles.) 


MEETINGS, etc. 


Kingdom Books, TRACHERS' 


1} Road, London, 


don, 11 a.m. 


Information and] cation Committee. 


pitality to Patrick Figgis, 
leigh St., W.C.1. 


Committee, PERSONAL 

CONTACT 
CLUB. 
those desiring congenial 


ships, 


C.0.s on 
Marshall, 21 
Bradford, Yorks. 


8d. post free), | savings 


109 Kingsway, | Immediate return not so important as} sington. 
future prospects, nor 
sought at present. Box 719. ductions. 


Animal Lovers.” 


greetings 
Hayes from the 


ous 


Boards 66.,/Rd., Hounslow. 
Hounslow Group? 
Hertha’s 


Nov. 29, a daughter, “Jil.” 


and Youth Wonkers’ 
Conference at Friends House, 
to 5 pm., Dee. 
Chairman: Alex Wood. Speakers in- 
clude James Strachan, Friends’ Edu- 
Requests for hos- 
6 Ends- 


CORRESPONDENCE 
_ A satisfactory medium for 
pen-friend- 
Particulars, stamp, Secy., PN, 
19 Ty Fry Gardens, Rumney, Cardiff. 

ADVERTISER WISHES to invest 
in a business or enterprise 
with a view to post-war employment. 


FELLOW C.0.s. Thanks for gener. 
to John Esmark at 
Armley. Will “Mother of son serving|/two 20-page booklets of life-conserv- 
in Italy’-send address to 24 Barrack|ing information about garlic: (1) 2 
What happened to|herbal remedy with 5,000 years of 


TO MILK 8 cows and grow vege- 
ine tables in Bucks., wanted an assistant, 

30 Personal interview essential. Box 748. 

g WANTED JANUARY Chemistry 
and Biology specialist to teach to 
Higher Certificate standard. Progres- 
sive co-educational school, West of 
England. Box 749. 


SITUATIONS AND WORK WANTED 
CAPABLE YOUNG COUPLE desire 
worth-while social service appoint- 
ment, any: locality, combining ade- 
quate income with privacy for spare- 
time study. Every suggestion wel- 
eomed and acknowledged. Box 750. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


INSTITUTE PSYCHOLOGY, Ken- 
Lectures every Tuesday, 7 


employment|p.m. Philosophy, genuine social intro- 


Consultations alt problema. 
Western 8935. 
ALLYSOL—SEND stamps 5d. for 


history; (2) Rheumatism and Catarrh 


BAILEY. To Hlsie and Philip on|dissolved at their reot. Allysol Com- 


pany, Fairlight, Sussex. 


BOOKS on theo- 
mysticism, psych- ne : 
is impossible to 


6 Endsleigh St., W.€.1, 


often he able to give useful advice. 


213. per dozen pairs, sample 2s. nojdon, S.W.5. 
extras. Rumbelow, 22 Woodward Rd.,, BOOKLETS on Bible Prophecy,| PLASTERERS, other Tradesmen 
§.E.22. FOR. 5586. Chronology, Christian Communism,]|and Labourers required for South and 


6d. from 
GUL. 2065. 


the Bible 
: Plan taking two 
and one from N.T. 


about 2 months. 
Norfolk/Suffolk. Box 751. 


Free, by 
earnings. No capital, 


P.P.U. 


SITUATIONS VACANT 
confirm satis- 


which will 


North London house repairs. 
Stewart and Richards, 
Ltd., 34 Glenhurst Ave.. N.W.5. 
INQUIRIES INVITED re building 
job on farm laating builder and mate|pression of all points of view relevant 
Preferably C.0.s.|to pacifism. 


. FRENCH POLISHERS and 
holaterera free to work at these accu. |Pledge Union, 
pations now, London area, write Box| weekly organ. 
762 for detaile of scheme for increased|ance of advertisements imply any 
permanent.|endorsement of, or 


MR. R. J. BAILEY, M.S.F., 134 
Hoppers Rd., Winchmore Hill, N.21, 
has been sentenced to 8 months’ im- 
prisonment for refusing to obey a 
Ministry of Labour direction. During 
his absence his father, Mr. R. Bailey, 
who has worked with his son, will 
carry on the practice. (PALmers 
Green 7868.) 

FOUNTAIN PENS: all makea re- 
paired, quick service. 25% discount 
offered to agente. Write: T.B.S., 310 


j Farnineten Rd... §.E.11. 
eo 


Peace News is open for the ex- 


Ring 


Articles in it, whether 

signed or unsigned, de not necessarily 
up-/represent the policy ef the Peace 
of which it is the 
Noy does the accept- 


PPU_ connexion 
with, the matter advertised. 
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VANSITTART IS 
THE WRONG 
TEACHER 


“TI HAVE done many things for 
the Party, but there is one 
thing I decline to do. I am not 
going to take lessong in socialism 
or internationalism from Lord 
Vansittart or anyone like him,” 
said Jim Middleton, in a speech on 
Dec, 14 at the Labour Party’s Con- 
ference on his retirement from the 
secretaryship of the party. 

“I refuse to believe that the 
work of Liebknecht has been in 
vain,” he went on. 

“I learned my pojlitics by the 
side of Keir Hardie, and I learned 
my international socialism from 
Vandervelde and Jaures. .. . We 
cannot afford to let some of our 
present tutors try to teach us our 
fundamenta] principles.” 


CHRISTMAS TRUCE 
OF 1914 


(continued from page one) 


coming over to talk... So I went out, 
and found the same lot as the day 
before; they told me again that they 
had no intention of firing, and wished 
the truce to continue. I had instruc- 
tions not to fire till the enemy did; I 
told them; and so the same comic form 
of temporary truce continued on the 
26th, and again at 4.30 p.m, I in- 
formed them that the truce was at an 
end. We had sent them over some 
plum-puddings, and they thanked us 
heartily for them and retired again, 
the only difference being that instead 
of all my men being out in the “no- 
man’s-land zone,” one NCO and two 
men only were allowed out, and thre 
enemy therefore sent fewer ... 

I admit that the whole thing beat 
me absolutely. In the evening we were 
relieved by the Grenadiers, quite 
openly (not crawling on all fours, as 
usual), and we handed on our instruc- 
tions to the Grenadiers in ease the 
enemy still wished to pay visits! .,. 


POSTSCRIPT 


After describing his part in the 1914 Christ- 
mas truce, in a speech in the House of Com- 
mons on Mar. 31, 1930, Major Wood said: 

“A great number of people think we did 
something that was degrading. I will not dis- 
cuas that at the moment. The fact is that we 
did it, and I then came to the conclusion that 
TY have held very firmly ever since, that if we 
had been left to ourselves there would never 
have been another shot fired. For a fortnight 
that truce went on. We were on the most 
friendly terms, and it was only the fact that 
we were being controlled ‘by others that made 
it necessary for us to start trying to shoot one 


another again.” 
La 


HE WANTS GERMANS IN 
OLYMPIC GAMES 


CHAOS THAT WILL FOLLOW THE WAR 


“OBSERVER’ CONTINUED 


and yet denounce the action of the 
British Government in Greece, I admit 
that in this case the issue is not so 
crystal-clear. The position in Greece 
is complicated by the fact that two 
divisions of the Greek army now in 
Greece, the Mountain Brigade and the 
Sacred Division, were purged of their 
Left-wing elements after the Cairo 
mutiny. It is said that EAM in agree- 
ing to the disarming of the guerillas 
on both sides had demanded that these 
two divisions should be sent on leave 
without arms; and that this was 
refused, 


What Sophoulis says 


But, though the EAM may be able 

to make a case, it cannot be ex- 
tended to justify the obviously elab- 
orate preparations for a violent coup 
état. To retain arms is one thing, 
to use them in deliberate civil war is 
another. M, Sophoulis, the Liberal 
leader, who (it was reported) was 
about to form an all-party Govern- 
ment after the resignation of the 
EAM representatives, but was pre- 
vented from doing so by British inter- 
vention, has declared that “Every 
'Greek knows that the EAM would 
j have revolted even if the Government 


had accepted all its demands.” 

“Today EAM is trying to present itself to 
the outside world as a democratic organization, 
claiming that it has the support of the police, 
the Air Force and the Navy. But it dare not 
put these claims before the Greek people, who 
can see that these forces are taking part in 
the suppression of the rising. The only Demo- 
erats and Liberals who survive are those from 
the popular party of the late M. Tsaldaris 
(who urged the Greeks to restore the mon- 
archy in 1935). The Royalist party itself is 
democratic. The total of these parties repre- 
sents at least 80° of the country, which does 
not desire, and will not endure any form of 
dictatorship, whether of the Left or the 
Right.” (Daily Telegraph, Dec. 15.) 

Whether that account is accurate or 
not, it is at least significant that it 
comes from the statesman who was 
supposed to be succeeding Papandreou, 
if Mr. Churchill had not forbidden it. 


Democratic Royalists 


WY HY on earth, I ask myself, should 
YY British democrats and socialists, 
who with but a few exceptions are 
Royalists themselves, glibly assume 
that in every country a Royalist is 
necessarily a reactionary? I have 
never heard from any section of the 
British Labour Party any denuncia- 
tion of the British Monarchy. I be- 
lieve that the Monarchy is just as 
popular with the rank and file of the 
Labour Party as it is with the Con- 
servatives. But, even if that is an 
exaggeration, it is certainly true that 
Labour politicians know very well 
that any denunciation of the British 
Monarchy would be extremely un- 
popular, and would lose them thou- 


“Mr. Avery Brundage, president of the us’ sands of votes. 


Olympic Committee, in a statement at Chicago, 
quoted by Reuter, said he did not see any 
reason why the Germans and Japanese should 
be barred from the next Olympic Games. 

“Leading US track and field officials in New 
York have quickly and vigorously opposed this 
view. . In advocating the participation of 
the Germans and Japanese, Mr. Brundage said 
post-war Olympics could play a prominent 
part in establishing global peace, ‘Among the 
participants in the Olympics there has always 
been mutual admiration and respect’.” 

—The Star, Dec. 7. 


One would think that it would at 
least be conceivable to them that, 
above all in countries less advanced 
economically and _ politically than 
Britain, the Monarchy might be even 
more popular. Say to a British 
Labour-man, as M. Sophoulis does, 
‘that “the Royalist Party in Greece is 
‘itself democratic,” and he is aston- 
;ished and incredulous, although he 


Pacifism and 


To the Editor 


Q)VER-SIMPLIFICATION though 
it may be, pacifists still find 
essential truth in regarding as of one 
blood all the nations of the earth. 
Brutalities personally witnessed by 
an obviously sincere observer, no-one 
will deny, License force, as Hitlerism 
has licensed it, and terrible things 
will emerge. ° 

In other connexions the beginnings 
of such horrors have been visivle 
ven in this country. What has pre- 
Vented their development has been 
public opinion (to which pacifism 
contributes) acting through _ the 
authorities. under the relatively 
peaceful circumstances which intern- 
ally we have so long enjoyed. 

But, revolting as cruelties are, and 
oppressive as anti-pacifist realities in 
Germany may be, we have to see 
them within the historic stream to 
which our pacifism finally relates. 

It is not yet half a century since Germany 
was considered good enough to be courted by 
this country as an ally. Fear and pride in 
Germany destroyed that hope, and fear 
amongst ourselves completed the destruction. 
Yet co-operation was renewed, so that in 1914 
the countries were dragged into conflict by 
alliances rather than by any direct material 


clash. 4 
But with modern nations war has to be 


popularized; and the first brutalities were 
those toward truth. After four years a Van- 
gittartian myth was established. Prussianized 
Germany was inherently violent and savage. 
Especially guilty of the war, unfit to held 
colonies, she was a criminal to be restrained. 
We know how all this manufactured condem- 
nation became a challenge to Hitlerism. What 
we forget to notice is the nature of the in- 
equalities between the British Empire and 
Germany to which we then added. 

Though Jess so than the Poles, the Germans 
in 1914 were already, relatively, a frustrated 
people. We helped to make them also branded 
and disinherited. Taking their lands, and 
closing the door then as now on peaceful 
change, we asked thejr seventy or eighty 
millions to live quietly on an area equal in 
extent to only one-sixtieth of the area politic- 
ally governed by our imperial seventy millions 
of British stock. “What is the matter with the 
poor is their poverty.’ However we are 
wounded by the outrages of men led and 
dragooned to effect by force a redistribution of 
power otherwise denied, we must continue to 
see the prior evi] in those injustices which are 
materially oppressive in themselves, and are 
spiritually worse through the bitterness and 
fanatical counteraction engendered. 

Whether by a federation of equal peoples or 
otherwise, peaceful change, admittedly, is now 
further off than ever. None the less it is the 
right and duty of the pacifist to uphold the 
faith that humanity is one, and that any real 
expression must be toward a fairer mutual 
sharing of the earth, with none left out-— 
however gradua! the stages. Without trying to 
put a book into a letter. one can suggest that 
even to think in this direction ia to do some- 


thing toward completing our abstention from 
I 


war. 


PERCY REDFERN 


himself belongs to a democratic party 
that is Royalist. It is very odd. 


Churchill’s part 


WEHIND much of the extravagant 

and unjust denuneiation of 
British action in Greece is a vague 
and not unwarrantable suspicion of 
Mr. Churchill’s general poiicy, Tie 
critics May ‘snow nothing whatever 
af the mghts and wrongs of the Greek 
situation; but there are undoubtedly 
a great many ordinary people who 
feel that Mr. Churchil’s record—as 
the eulogist of Franco, and the would- 
be restorer of Victor Emmanuel] and 
Badogiio—is not such as can entitle 
him to the denefit of the doubt in a 
confused situation. 

There ig “a real anxiety that we 
shal¥ not be led into backing the 
reactionary side in the politics of 
European states. ‘This suspicion, 
once started, ig hard to allay” (Man- 
chester Guardian, Dec. 14). And 
this suspicion+it is worth remem- 
bering—has been created, not least, 
by Mr, Churchill’s repudiation of the 
applicability of the Atlantic Charter 
to Germany and to India. 

Many of those who are now dis- 
quieted about Greece did not raise 
an objection to these othey manifes- 
tations of illiberalism. Injustice to 
Germany and India seamed venial at 
the time, and they condoned it. or 
perhaps applauded it. Nevertheless, 
they were uneasy: now an accumula- 
tion of uneasiness has come to a head. 


Labour confused 


HIS restiveness has been particu- 
larly manifest at the Labour 
Party Conference, not only in foreign 
affairs ,but in domestic, The confer- 
ence, in defiance of the Executive, has 
insisted on fighting the next election 
on a full-blooded socialist programme 
of the old pattern. That is a relief 
to the feelings of the delegates. But 
it is not to be taken very seriously, 
If and when the election comes, the 
programme will be found to be much 
more decorous, The revolutionary 
whirlwind will have died down to a 
faint breeze. j 
For the Labour Party, despite Mr. 
Laski’s chairmanship of the Confer- 
ence, is in greater intellectual con- 
fusion than ever—indeed so great 
that it carefully avoids open dis- 
cussion of the real issues by which it 
is divided. What is to be the nature 
of the European settlement—punitive 
or restorative? Is Labour to co- 
operate with Big Business in exploit- 
ing the consumer, or really to work 
for social justice for all? At present 
—and probably for quite a while yet 
—Labour’s left hand prefers not to 
know what its right is doing. . 


Fundamental fact 


TPHE fact is (I think) that ever since 

this war began the political think. 
ing of this country from Mr, Churchill 
downwards has been unpardonably 


- REPLY TO “DEVIL'S 
ADVOCATE” 


“KEK UROPE has our winter woollies. 
““ The babies go short—but tons 
knitted for abroad, My heart sank 
when I read these headings recently 
in the Daily Mail. So, I thought, the 
old appeal to self-interest and sus- 
picion ig beginning. To what lengths 
will it have gone by the time the 
foundations of the new Europe have 
to be laid round the ‘peace table’? 
“Why. in the name of al] that is 
decent and honest. do our popular 
daily papers feel they have to play 
devil’s advocate? We all know that 
selfishness is an ugly vice; that it is 
better to give than receive; that we 
should befriend the helpless, ._ . If 
we grab for ourselves and_ leave 
others out in the cold, We have to find 
all sorts of excuses for our conduct, 
which conscience quite plainly tells us 


is really inexcusable. 

“Yet the Daily Mail rushes to our aid, and 
finds all sorts of ‘reasons’ why se!fishness and 
the spirit of ‘grab’ are really admirable. Per- 
sonally, I find it heart-breaking .. . 

“Ig there a solitary mother in the land who 
would not take a vest or a frock from her 
child’s wardrobe to give to a foreign child, if 
she could actually see the pitiful little under- 
nourished, half-clad baby standing on her 
doorstep? I don't believe it. And I believe 
that instinctive generosity ig the true human 
Nature which it seems the mission of some 
newspapers and some politiciana to pervert, by 
the use of half-truths and an appeal to self- 
interest and prejudice.” 

—From an article by the Editor of Woman’s 
Outlook, Nov. 18. 


facile. Nearly every politician and 
every political party has cherished 
childishly simple solutions of the in- 
finite problems of Europe and the 
world. From Mr. Churchill’s notion 
that we had only to defeat Germany 
for the world to run on wheels down 
to the New Statesman’s notion that 
all we had to do was to unleash the 
‘straining forces of undefined social 
revolution—all the notions were super- 
ficial. Not one paid regard to the 
fundamental fact that war of this 
kind, and on this seale, was neces- 
sarily destroying the moral basis of 
ordered society. 

The real issue in Europe today is 
not that of revolution versus reaction, 
but whether it is possible to recon- 
stitute any sort of ordered society at 
all. The war today is carried on, not 
by, any positive or meaningful forces, 
but by the momentum of moral 
inertia. It is a camouflage of purpose- 
ful activity to conceal the chaos which 
must follow its cessation. 


An Allied crisis 
Churchill’s speech on Poland 


NIR. 

M justifies all our most sombre 
conjectures as to the real policy of 
Britain towards Germany. It also 
justifies Dr, Goebbels’ interpretation 
of the intentions of the Allies. In 
order to defeat the Nazis we are going 
to adopt the most brutal of the Nazi 
methods—uprooting millions of Ger- 
mans from their ancestral homes. 

The consternation in USA is already 
great; and jit will grow. For no more + 
explicit and brutal repudiation of the 
Atlantic Charter could be conceived. 

“Let there be no mistake,” says the 
Manchester Guardian (Dee. 16), “this 
is not a Polish crisis, but a crisis of 
the United Nations.” 

Russia has insisted that Britain 
shall accept her policy. Mr. Churchili 
has, without consulting the people of 
this country, complied. The conse- 
quence will be that USA will return 
to her old isolationism; and Britain 
will be left without a European nation 
to trust her, 


“NEW VISION” 


Interviews with George Orwell and Reginald 
Sorensen, MP, are among the special features 
of the current number of New Vision, the 
quarterly review devoted to freedom for sub- 
ject peoples, The coloured cover incorporates 
the design recently drawn by Arthur Wragg 
for the Indian Freedom Campaign. New Vision 
‘costs 9d. from 8 Endsleigh Gardens, London, 
W.C.1—or from the PPU Bookshop. 


ADVISORY BUREAUX 
Poplar: individual adviser now J. G. Peck at 
same address, 
Delete Tonbridge. 
Add Sevenoaks and Tonbridge: individual 
adviser Miss A. J. Jupp, 147a High St., Seven- 
oaks. 


Three new FREEDOM PRESS 
publications now on sale 


Herbert Read ¥ 
THE EDUCATION OF FREE MEN 


32 pages 1s. (post 2d.) 


» 
George Woodcock 
HOMES OR HOVELS 


82 pages 6d. (post 14.) 


M, L. Berneri 
WORKERS IN STALIN’S RUSSIA 


88 pages Is. (post 3d.) 
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